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We are delighted that you are considering a school trip to Knebworth
House, Gardens and Park.  Our new brochure outlines the selection of 
exciting and engaging visits available for 2014.  It also contains all the 
information you need to know about making a booking.

At Knebworth we cater for pupils of all ages, from children just starting in
nursery and reception, right up to sixth form students.  We are proud to
offer a wide range of highly positive, memorable experiences and rich 
opportunities for high quality learning. 

Don’t worry if you can’t see exactly what you would like, as we are 
experienced in adapting programmes to suit the needs of different groups
and the changing curriculum.

We look forward to welcoming you and your 
class to Knebworth.     

Why choose Knebworth?
Real hands-on history
Knebworth House provides the opportunity for students to
step back in time and experience real history in a hands-on
way with our skilled guides.   

Learning about local heritage
Knebworth House was originally a red brick Tudor manor
house and has been home to the Lytton family for over 500
years.  Today, it allows children to explore many different
periods of time, as well as the beautiful parkland and 28
acres of Formal Gardens.  We want children to grow up with
a real sense of pride in their local area.
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“Knebworth House is an
invaluable resource to
support classroom 
learning and really brings
these topics to life. In an
age of virtual learning,
an opportunity to 
handle objects, take part
in historical activities
and put this into context
is so refreshing!”
Teacher – The Village School

“It is great to access such a wonderful site locally.”   
Teacher – St Thomas More RC Primary School



Ease of booking
Find out more at www.knebworthhouse.com      

Contact our Group Bookings Team: groupbookings@knebworthhouse.com
or call 01438 810931

Contact our Education Officer Hannah Brownlow: 
hbrownlow@knebworthhouse.com or call 01438 812661

The Estate Office, Knebworth House, Knebworth, Herts SG3 6PY

Excellence and Engagement
Knebworth House has continuously held the Sandford Award for 
excellence in heritage education since 2001. We can help children to 
understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change 
over time and inspire them to know more about the past. 

Fun and Adventure
Are you looking to reward your pupils for
working hard all year?  Then afternoon learning activities
can be replaced with a visit to the Adventure Playground,
(June to September). Fort Knebworth, the bouncy castle
and other play facilities are included free of charge, if
booked in advance.

“It was a very smooth booking procedure” 
Teacher, The Ferrars Academy

“Guides gave super 
tours; age appropriate, 
really engaged well 
with the children. ☺” 
Teacher, Lake View School  
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Monsters and Mazes
Overview
‘Monsters and Mazes’ is perfect for Early Years – KS1 groups and offers plenty of
outdoor fun as well as integrated learning opportunities.  Your children will be led
by one of our experienced Guides as they explore and collect while learning about
shape, colour, nature and numeracy.  There’s also time to find out about prehistoric
life with a visit to our much-loved Dinosaur Trail. 

Learning
This is a cross-curricular day which offers the chance to your children to see their
learning reflected in the natural environment.  It covers understanding the world,
mathematics and physical development.  KS1 groups will also develop their scientific
understanding of natural processes and the living world.      

What to expect
In the morning, your children will be divided into smaller groups and each one will
be led around the Gardens by one of our Guides.  This is an outdoors activity
(whatever the weather) that takes around 1 hour and 45 minutes, including some
time to independently explore the Dinosaur Trail.

After your morning in the Gardens, direct your coach or walk 1 mile downhill to the
Adventure Playground for a picnic lunch and plenty of free play. (Covered picnic
areas are available.)
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This activity day is available from June to September.  Due to its popularity,
early pre-booking is essential.  

“I espeshaly liked
the dinosaurs.” 
Sami, age 5 

“I liked the maze 
because it was a
puzele.” 
Anna, age 5 

“The maze was fun,
thought provoking
and competitive!” 
Teacher, Underhill Infants

School



From Seeds to Cedars: How Plants Grow  
Overview
Let your children see the topic of ‘Green Plants’ come to life as they explore our
Formal Gardens and walled Kitchen Garden, guided by experts.  There’s a chance to
dig in too!

Learning
This activity day will develop understanding of the science curriculum through
direct experience, allowing children to connect with the natural world.  Topics
covered include: what plants need for growth; the life cycle of a plant; the different
forms that plants take and what we use plants for. Throughout, children will use
their senses to investigate all sorts of plants from small fruits to our largest trees!  

What to expect
Your morning in the Gardens will be spent with a member of our Gardens’ team
and/or a guide.  This is an outside activity (whatever the weather) that lasts for
about 1 hour 45 minutes.  Your group will investigate and explore both the Formal
Gardens and the Kitchen Garden.
After your morning in the Gardens, direct your coach or walk 1 mile downhill to the
Adventure Playground for a picnic lunch and plenty of free play. (Covered picnic
areas are available.)
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This package is available from June to September
- up to 60 children per visit. Pre-booking is 
essential for this popular programme.

“I loved tasting the
sweet tomatoes
straight from the
plant.”  
Mia, age 8

“The trunk of the 
redwood tree felt 
really spongy!” 
George, age 6

“It’s great fun showing
the children how we
sow and grow our fruit
and vegetables. Most
of them have only seen
the end product in 
supermarkets or served
on their plates.”   
Kelly Baker, Head Gardener



Tudor Treasure Trail
Overview
Step back in time and discover what life was like during Tudor times.  Our costumed
Guides will recreate the excitement and preparations surrounding Elizabeth I’s visit
to Knebworth in 1571, as you explore both the House and the Gardens.  

Learning
This activity day is perfect for enhancing your children’s understanding of Tudor
times. It aims to develop your pupils’ chronological understanding, their knowledge
of local history, as well as their understanding of Britain and its significant historical
characters.

What to expect
You will spend the morning in the House by dividing into smaller groups and visiting
various rooms, each one containing a different activity and led by one of our 
costumed Guides.  These include:
• Tudor Costumes – the chance to dress up!
• Tudor writing and education – would you have been a good Tudor pupil?
• Coats of Arms – find out all about these in our impressive Armoury
• Tudor musical instruments and dances – become a minstrel!
• A visit to the Queen Elizabeth room – practise getting 

the room ready for the Queen’s arrival
In the afternoon, your group will explore the Gardens, while
collecting clues and learning about what the Tudors liked to eat
as you make the final preparations for Elizabeth’s arrival.  
Our Guides will be on hand to assist you. Lunch and afternoon
activities are outdoors – please dress suitably.

KS
1 –

 K
S2

 H
is

to
ry

“Knowing that Elizabeth I actually visited 
Knebworth gave us an understanding of what 
life was really like for her.” 
Teacher – Stukeley Meadows Primary

SIGNIFICANT EVENT OF LOCAL IMPORTANCE



Victor’s Victorian Ventures
Overview
Discover Victorian Knebworth through the eyes of a child that lived here, as the
servants of the household show your group how life was different for both rich
and poor.

Learning
This activity day will develop understanding of Victorian Britain, knowledge of local
history and chronology.  It may be used to provide a background to the life of a 
significant Victorian figure or to enrich understanding of a historical theme such as
toys or leisure.

What to expect
You will spend the morning in the House by dividing into smaller groups and visiting
various rooms, each one containing a different activity and led by one of our 
costumed Guides.  These include:
• Victorian Dress – will you model one of our costumes?
• Victorian ‘literacy’ – try your hand at Victorian calligraphy or use a slate and 

pencil
• All sorts of objects – join the servants in sorting and tidying up.  But do you 

know what all of these things are?
• Growing up in the Nursery – find out what it’s like to spend your childhood in 

this room, who you’d be with and what you would do
• Come out to Play! – try out our collection of Victorian replica toys and see 

how different they are to what’s at home.  
In the afternoon, your group will explore the Gardens learning how the outside
space was used by the Victorians.  Our Guides will be on hand to assist you.  Lunch
and afternoon activities are outdoors – please dress suitably.
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Why not borrow our 
fantastic ‘Hands-on 
Learning Resource Set’ 
to supplement your visit?  

LOCAL VICTORIAN HISTORY



A creative writing visit counts towards your
school’s ARTSMARK extra-curricular provision.  
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Overview
Let your pupils experience literacy away from the classroom and 
be inspired by our historic House and its spooky stories! Your 
group will hear about the writers who have lived and worked here 
and how this fantastic setting inspired them.  They will then have the
chance to respond by creating their own text.

Learning
Your group will develop their understanding of the writer’s craft and processes.
This visit benefits all types of groups and has been specifically used by literacy 
summer schools and for SATs booster classes.

What to expect
Your morning in the House will consist of a tour of the House, visiting literary 
highlights such as the Library, Bulwer Lytton’s study and the Ante Room (including
exhibits on Edward, Robert and Rosina Bulwer Lytton).  In an age- appropriate way, 
we can include tales of the supernatural and how stories of Knebworth ghosts 
inspired Bulwer Lytton’s own Gothic writings.
Groups will then use the morning’s experiences, senses and imaginations to begin
writing their own atmospheric story opening, beginning with the immortal line, “It
was a dark and stormy night….” Who can write the best opening? 
In the afternoon, let your group be inspired by our new ‘Garden Story Trail’, as 
they encounter magical moments from diverse tales such as Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland, Peter Pan and Twelfth Night.  Please bring your own clipboards for 
this trail.  
Alternatively, reward your pupils with time at the Adventure Playground, June to 
September.  Lunch and afternoon activities are outdoors – please dress suitably.

UPDATEDACTIVITIES FOR2014



Edward Bulwer Lytton: Victorian Novelist
Overview
Give your students a new perspective on Victorian literature by visiting one of the
most important literary homes in the area.  Find out about its most famous literary
resident Edward Bulwer Lytton, as students examine the literary and social context
in which he and close associates, such as Charles Dickens and Lord Tennyson, 
produced their work.  This session is for smaller groups of up to 45 students.

Learning
Students will widen their knowledge of Victorian literature by learning about 
significant features of texts. Extracts from a variety of genres, primary archive 
material (such as Bulwer Lytton’s own letters) and critical texts are all made use of
during your visit.  Students will find out why Bulwer Lytton was a pioneering writer
and his influence on modern literature and language.

What to expect
Your morning in the House will consist of a tour of the House, visiting literary 
highlights such as the Library, Bulwer Lytton’s study and the Banqueting Hall (used
to stage plays with Dickens).  
In the afternoon, teachers will lead their group in exploring the Victorian history of
the Gardens and the gothic exterior of the house, following a self-guided trail 
‘Gargoyles and Greenery.’  Please bring your own clipboards. 
Lunch and afternoon activities are outdoors – please dress suitably.
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“Think of a great moment in the
evolution of Victorian fiction and
Lytton was there.  He can plausibly
claim to be the father of the English
detective novel, science fiction, the
fantasy novel, the thriller and the 
domestic realistic novel.”

John Sutherland
Lord Northcliffe Professor 
of Modern English Literature
University College, London



Opening dates
•     Knebworth House is open from 22 March to 28 September 2014.  Please see our website for 
      up to date information and closures due to external events.

Making a booking
•     Pre-booking is essential for all educational groups.
•     All visits need to be accompanied by at least 3 adults, (unless all members of the group are 
      over 16.)  The final ratio will be confirmed when booking. 
•     Please check possible dates for your visit with us and then return your completed booking 
      form within 14 days in order to secure your booking and your preferred date.
•     Bookings can be made by phone, email, post or online.
•     A confirmation letter and information pack will then be sent to you by post.
•     Late bookings and amended bookings are defined as those confirmed less than 10 days 
      before the day of your visit and are accepted at the discretion of Knebworth House.
•     To support you in completing your trip Risk Assessment, we offer free, familiarisation visits 
      for up to 2 members of staff.  These are available from Monday- Friday, 9.30 – 4 pm, (term 
      time and school holidays) excluding weekends and bank holidays.  Please book in advance 
      and allow at least 1 hour for your visit.  

Costs and Payment

•     1 free adult place is offered with every 8 children over 2 years old. Essential carers are 
      admitted free of charge.
•     All bookings are subject to a minimum group size of 20 paid places.
•     Confirmation of final numbers and full payment is required 10 days prior to your visit.
•     Payment can be made by cash, cheque, BACS, debit or credit card. All credit card payments 
      will incur a 3 % handling fee.
•     Normal admission fees will be charged for additional visitors on the day.
•     Knebworth House regrets that it is unable to offer refunds or accept any responsibility for 
      costs incurred in connection with your visit.
•     If your activity day incorporates a visit to the Adventure Playground, the bouncy castle and 
      slides can be included at no extra cost, if booked in advance.

On the day
•     We ask all educational groups to arrive promptly at 10am for a 10.15am start.  
•     There is ample free on-site parking for coaches. Coach drivers receive free admission and a 
      refreshment voucher on public open days.
•     We have facilities for disabled visitors; including wheelchair accessible toilets. Please see our 
      Public Access information online. The House has no lift but we can convey a sense of its 
      history to visitors on the ground floor.  
•     Lunch facilities are provided outside for a picnic-style meal – please be prepared for every 
      type of weather!  Covered picnic areas are available at the Adventure Playground.
•     Departure times are flexible to allow you to make the most of our many facilities.

The information contained in this brochure is correct at the time of going to press. The management reserves
the right to make any changes to facilities offered and to close the grounds and House, or any part thereof,
without notice.

ADMISSION COSTS FOR EDUCATIONAL GROUPS 

22 March – 28 September 2014

Children/students 2 –18 yrs: £10.50 Adults: £11.00In
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Outreach Programme
If you can’t come to us, we can still bring learning to life for you! Our Outreach 
programme includes classroom-based workshops on the topics of the Tudors or the 
Victorians, as well as ‘Victorian Hands-on Learning Resource Set’.  

Workshops
They are delivered through a range of hands-on activities led by our costumed Guides and
assisted by school staff. Examples of activities include:

• Tudor dressing up
• Tudor music and dance
• Tudor heraldry
• The Victorian dinner table
• Victorian toys

Hands-on Learning Set:  Curriculum Resources 
for your teaching of the Victorians 
This is an exciting new set, designed to make the Victorians come to life in your classroom!
The emphasis is on active and personal learning so you will find historical objects for handling
as well as costumes for dressing-up, parlour games to play, a story to read, Victorian photos to
display and lavender bags to make as well as dried herbs to sniff!  Activities, guide and visual
aids are replicated in handy Powerpoint presentations that are perfect for your interactive
whiteboard.  You can use the collection to support a variety of Victorian topics such as:

• Toys in the past
• Victorian childhood
• Everyday life before our time
• Experiences of the rich and of the poor

Costs
Workshops: Our standard Tudor or Victorian workshop costs £250.  This includes 2 costumed
members of our Education team who will visit a group of approximately 30 pupils for 3-4
hours of contact time (depending on structure of school day), bringing all resources.  

Hands-on Learning Set:  Curriculum Resources for your teaching of the Victorians:  This set
is available for just £19.50 for a 2 week loan.  (To be collected from and returned to 
Knebworth House Estate Office.)  Alternatively, the set can be delivered to your school –
delivery charges on request.

To book any part of our Outreach Programme, please contact
our Education Officer, Hannah Brownlow: 
hannahbrownlow@knebworthhouse.com 
or groupbookings@knebworthhouse.com
or call 01438 812661
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Contact us or see our website for more details



Name of school or group:

Contact name:

Address:

                                                                                              Post code:

Tel no. (day):                                                                          Fax:

E-mail address:

Mobile no. for day of visit: 

Preferred dates for visit:                                

Planned arrival & departure times:

Planned form of transport (please state number of each): 

Number of Coach/es                           Minibus/es   Car/s 

Total number in group (approx) comprising: Adults            Children over 2                under 2

Year Groups                                                    Special Needs Requirements:

Please indicate your selected morning and afternoon activities:

MORNING SESSION:                                              AFTERNOON SESSION:

Monsters and Mazes (Gardens)                           Adventure Playground (June – September)              

From Seeds to Cedars -How Plants Grow (Gardens)        Adventure Playground (June – September)  

Tudor Treasure Trail (House)                                Tudor Treasure Trail (Gardens) 

Victor’s Victorian Ventures (House)                     Victor’s Victorian Ventures (Gardens) 

Inspiring Young Writers (House)                    Garden Story Trail (Gardens) 
                                                                         Adventure Playground (June – September)              

Edward Bulwer Lytton:  Victorian Novelist (House)       Gargoyles & Greenery (Gardens) 

Please give your preferred dates and times for a familiarisation visit (Mon-Fri 9.30-4pm):

Would you like to:
Book a timed slot in the Gift Shop?                Yes/No     
Order Goody Bags? Yes/No

At the Adventure Playground, (June to September) 
would you like to:
Use the Bouncy Castle? Yes/No        
Use the Slides? Yes/No

Signed: Position:

By signing and completing this form, you give your consent to our Terms & Conditions
Please return this form to: The Group Bookings Team 
The Estate Office, Knebworth House, Knebworth, Herts SG3 6PY 
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