
All tours are guided, except on busy weekends, when “free-flow’ tours
operate with House Wardens in key areas. The guided tour takes
approximately 1 hour and can accommodate up to 25 people.

ADMISSION* (ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT)

House, Gardens, Dinosaurs, Park, Playground and some Special Events
Excluding House Including House

Adults £9.00  £12.00
Senior Citizens  £9.00  £11.50
Children (4-16)  £9.00 £11.50
Family Day Ticket (4 persons) £32.00  £42.00
Season Ticket (1 person)  £42.50  N/A
*Admission prices may be adjusted on certain days for special events or at the Management’s
discretion at any time.

CHILDREN UNDER 4 ARE FREE.  
CHILDREN AGED 15 AND UNDER MAY NOT BE LEFT UNATTENDED
WITHIN KNEBWORTH PARK.
Single Advance Tickets: Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.knebworthhouse.com.
Disabled Access: Information regarding access for disabled visitors is
available on request and on our website. Essential carers are admitted free
of charge by prior arrangement. 
Pre-booked group visits: Special Interest and School Group tours are
available daily from 16 March – 29 September subject to confirmation.
Please contact the Group Bookings Co-ordinator for a copy of our Groups
or Educational Visits Brochures, or to make a booking.

The information contained in this brochure is correct at the time of going to press. The  management
reserves the right to make any changes to facilities offered, and to close the grounds and House, or
any part thereof, without notice.

HISTORIC
HOUSES

ASSOCIATION

VISITOR OPENING TIMES 2013 (SUBJECT TO SPECIAL EVENTS)

For up to date information on open days visit www.knebworthhouse.com
Daily: 28 March - 14 April, 25 May - 2 June, 29 June - 1 September inclusive.
Weekends & Bank Holidays: 16 - 24  March, 20 April - 19 May, 8 - 23 June,
7 - 29 September inclusive. Park closed 2 - 4 August inclusive.
Park, Gardens, Dinosaurs, The Garden Terrace Tea Room, Adventure
Playground & Special Events: 1 1.00am - 5.00pm  
House & British Raj Exhibition: 12.00 - 5.00pm, last tour 4.00pm
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LOCATION
Knebworth Park, near 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire, is 30
miles north of central London
and 15 miles north of the M25,
with direct access from 
junction 7 of A1(M) Stevenage
South (A602).  Main entrance
postcode SG1 2AX. 
There is ample free parking
within the park.  Frequent 
non-stop trains from Kings
Cross to Stevenage - 30 mins.
There is a taxi rank at       
Stevenage Station, walking is
not recommended. 

Welcome to Knebworth
Knebworth House and Park mean many things to many
people. Here in the 21st Century, Knebworth Park is best
known worldwide as Britain’s largest music venue, however
in the days before rock concerts Knebworth House was
renowned as the home of the Victorian novelist, playwright
and politician, Edward Bulwer Lytton.

Music, literature and politics have featured throughout
Knebworth’s history. Every generation of the Lytton family
has woven thread in the extraordinary tapestry of cultural
and social history that is represented here.

As the 19th generation of the Lytton family to live at
Knebworth, we invite you to join our extraordinary guest
book that stretches all the way from Queen Elizabeth I to
Queen Elizabeth II. Whether this is your fist visit or you’ve
visited us many times before, welcome to our home.

Knebworth House, Knebworth, Herts 
Main entrance postcode: SG1 2AX

Tel: 01438 812661  
Email: info@knebworthhouse.com

The Hon. Henry and 
Martha Lytton Cobbold  

The House
The romantic exterior of Knebworth House with its turrets, domes
and gargoyles silhouetted against the sky does little to prepare
the visitor for what to expect inside. The House has stood for
many years longer than the Victorian decoration suggests and
the stucco hides from view a red brick house dating back to Tudor
times. Heirlooms on display in the house reflect the family’s
viceregal time in India and visits by characters as diverse as Charles
Dickens, Winston Churchill and Noel Gallagher.

The Gardens
There have been gardens at Knebworth House since at least the
17th Century, but the present layout dates largely from the
Edwardian era. The architect Sir Edwin Lutyens, who married into
the Lytton family, simplified the ornate beds and statuary of the
Victorian garden with lawns and avenues of pollarded lime trees.
Popular features of the 25 acres include a maze, the organic
walled kitchen garden and the Herb Garden designed by Gertrude
Jekyll over one hundred years ago in 1907.

Knebworth House Education 
and Preservation Trust
Knebworth House and Gardens are maintained by the Knebworth
House Education and Preservation Trust, a charity established by
the Lytton Cobbold family with the support of the Hertfordshire
local authorities. Since its inception in 1984, the Trust has made
a major contribution to urgent repairs and the general restoration
of the house and the ongoing development of the gardens. The
Trust has also developed an award-winning education
programme for students of all ages.

“The pen is mightier than the sword” Edward Bulwer Lytton 1803-1873 

A great day 
out for all

Spend the day exploring
extensive Gardens, Maze,
Dinosaur Trail, a House
full of treasures, British
Raj Exhibition, Adventure
Playground, Gift Shop,
Garden Terrace Tea
Room, plus special
events throughout the
year, all set in 250 acres
of deer park.

Knebworth
HOUSE ,  GARDENS ,  PARK ,  DINOSAUR
TRAIL  &  ADVENTURE  PLAYGROUND

Visits & Events
2013

www.knebworthhouse.com

www.knebworthhouse.com



OPEN AIR EVENTS
29 March – Easter Trail
Follow the Easter Trail in the park and gardens at Knebworth to
find your Easter treat. To take part in this event there is an 
additional charge of £1.00 per child payable on the day. „

31 March–1 April – Jousting at Easter 
The premiere jousting company in Europe ‘The Knights of Royal
England’ offer you all manner of medieval entertainment at this 
annual event. Expected show times 12.30 and 2.30pm.„ 

31 March –  Jousting and Medieval Banquet 
Following the Jousting, join us in the Barns for a delicious three
course Medieval Banquet with a medieval entertainer. Free seating
on long tables, smart casual dress. Booking is essential, tickets
available online at www.knebworthhouse.com  Adults - £44.00,
Children (up to 13) £29.00 includes entry to the jousting, gardens
and park. 

13-14 April – The East of England Food Festival  
A celebration of all that is good to eat and drink from across the
eastern region and far beyond. Featuring a huge range of food and
drink (and related goodies) there will also be unique arts, craft and
gift products plus a full programme of food and cookery 
demonstrations, wine and beer tasting sessions and a variety of
family entertainment.„

4-5-6 May – Hertfordshire Garden Show 
This three-day event offers everything for gardeners with over 100
exhibitors including several Hampton Court and Chelsea participants,
floral and craft marquees, demonstrations, plus a large range of
plants and products on display and for sale.„

6 May – Garden Show and Cream Tea 
Enjoy a cream tea in our Cobbold Barn between 3pm    – 5pm and
watch a demonstration from our Gardens Team. Booking is 
essential, tickets available online at www.knebworthhouse.com
Adults - £19.00, Children (up to 13) £15.00 includes entry to the 
garden show, gardens and park. 

26 May – Dino Day 
Be a palaeontologist and follow our special dinosaur trail, meet the
Knebworth dinos and claim your prize. To take part in this event
there is an additional charge of £1.00 per child payable on the
day.„

8-9 June Knebworth Summer Craft and Design Show
Traditional classic skills and contemporary design-led crafts at one
major event. Indulge yourself - or buy that special gift. Browse and
buy from a selection of glass, jewellery, art, ceramics, wood, textiles,
metal and more...„

16 June – Knebworth Festival of Transport 
One large event for Fathers’ Day combining classic cars and a 
motorcycle show. There will be two arenas with commentators,
plus concours competitions, trade stands and over 500 display 
vehicles on site. A real treat for fathers of all ages.„

29-30 June – SALVO Fair 
(salvaged architectural/decorative items)
If you are looking for something that is a little bit quirky and not
available on the high street this is the place to be. Items for sale 
include architectural salvage; garden antiques and reclaimed
building materials dating from the Victorian era to the ‘70s. „

21 July – Knebworth Park Sports Fest 
The legacy of the Olympic Games is still very much alive. Come
along and get involved with local sports groups, have a go at a 
new sport and take part in competitions! „

10-11 August – Knebworth Country Show 
Family show with all day entertainment including birds of prey,
working dogs, children’s entertainment as well as arts, crafts, gifts
and food marquees.„

25-26 August – Bank Holiday Classic Motor Show 
An enthusiast’s paradise with thousands of cars on display; 
autojumble stalls and lots of cars for sale! There is live commentary
and arena displays of clubs, kit and custom cars, as well as pre and
post-war classics. „

30 Aug-1 Sept – Knebworth Autumn Craft & Design Show
Traditional classic skills and contemporary design-led crafts at one
major event. Treat yourself - or buy that special gift. Browse and
buy from a selection of glass, jewellery, art, ceramics, wood, 
textiles, metal and more...„

EVENING EVENTS
17 May – Ghost Tour and Bat Walk +
Friday 17th May offers a unique opportunity to tour the House at
night and hear the tales, old and recent, recounting the incidents
that we cannot explain. Retrace family footsteps and visit areas
where our resident “presences” have been detected and hear their
stories. Booking essential, tickets  available online at 
www.knebworthhouse.com, £22.00 per person, incuding a light
supper. u

26 July – ‘Three Men in a Boat’ +
Meet George, William Samuel Harris, the writer himself......and of
course Montmorency, as Keith Baldwin reads from this classic by
Jerome K. Jerome, held in the Banqueting Hall. A glass of Pimms and
a fruit tart will be served on arrival. Booking is essential, tickets 
available online at www.knebworthhouse.com, £20 per person.u

1 August – Wind in the Willows +
(by Kenneth Grahame, adapted for the stage by Laura Turner)
Join Badger, Ratty, Mole and Toad for a perfect summer of     
adventure. What starts as a search for the best picnic spot rapidly
turns into the most hilarious of escapades. Fun and frolics aplenty
with this glorious new adaptation of the classic novel loved by
children and adults alike, performed on the Sunken Lawn in front
of the House. Suitable for all ages 5+. Bring a rug, refreshments
available to purchase or bring a picnic. Booking essential, tickets
available online at www.knebworthhouse.com, Adults - £13.00,
Senior Citizens, Children (3-16) - £9.00, Family (2+2) £38.u

16 August –  Pride and Prejudice +
(by Jane Austen, adapted by Laura Turner)
Take a step back in time with Chapterhouse Theatre Company to
meet Elizabeth Bennet and her sisters in this most renowned love
story performed on the Sunken Lawn in front of the House. Bring 
a rug or low back seating and a picnic, refreshments available to
purchase on the night and join us in the Bar till 11pm. Booking
essential, tickets  available online at www.knebworthhouse.com,
Adults - £13.50, Senior Citizens, Children (3-16) - £9.00, Family (2+2)
£40.u

6 September – Ghost Tour and Bat Walk +
Another chance to experience this very popular event. Booking 
essential, tickets available online at www.knebworthhouse.com,
£22.00 per person, incuding a light supper. u

SPECIAL EVENTS
10 March – Mothers’ Day Lunch +
Treat Mum to a delicious three course meal served in the 16th 
Century Barns. Each mother will receive a complimentary gift.
Booking is essential, contact sales @knebworthhouse.com or
01438 813825, Adults £28.00, Children (up to 13) £15.00. 

5 August – “Art in the Garden” Painting Day
Spend a day painting in the formal garden with instruction from
renowned local artist, James Willis. The day starts with practical 
exercises in the Lytton Barn. James will give lots of useful tips and
hints on how to capture the flowers and gardens. (Booking is 
essential, tickets available online at www.knebworthhouse.com,
£39.50 per person. Materials are not included. The Garden Terrace
Tea Room will be open throughout the day or bring a packed
lunch.u

29-31 October – Pumpkin Trail & Treats +
Take part in pumpkin activities and trail through the gardens
(goody bag prize on completion). 12.00 noon – 4.00pm. Why not
complete your day with a children’s disco in the Barns 
between 4.00pm – 5.30pm. Booking essential, tickets available 
online at www.knebworthhouse.com, Pumpkin Trail & Treats
Adults - £3.50, Children (2-12) - £6.00, under 2s free. Add on disco
Adults free, Children £5.00 includes a Snack Box and squash. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult and may not be left 
unattended. u

15-17 November – Knebworth Christmas Fair +
A great opportunity to start the Christmas shopping early. There
will be a wide range of Christmas Crafts and Gifts as well as a 
wonderful selection of food and drinks for the festive season. 
The Garden Terrace Tea Room will be open. Tickets available to 
purchase on the day. Adults - £5.00, Senior Citizens - £4.00, 
Children - £3.00.  

8-15-22 December – Sunday Lunch with Santa +
Bring along the family to have a two course festive lunch in the
Cobbold Barn and wait for Santa’s arrival to see the children with 
a gift. Festivities begin at midday with Lunch served at 12.30pm.
Booking is essential, contact sales@knebworthhouse.com or 01438
813825. Adults: £22.50, Children (up to 13) £9.50.

14-15 December – Christmas Music at Knebworth House +
Enjoy a selection of Christmas music set in the Jacobean panelled
Banqueting Hall decked with festive swags and a large decorated
Christmas tree, to create a magical atmosphere. A glass of mulled
wine and a mince pie will be served on arrival. Tickets available
online at www.knebworthhouse.com, £21.50 per person. u

PARK
Our 250 acres of rolling hills and ancient
chestnut and lime avenues offer a quiet
refuge for country picnics and dog
walking (visitors are asked to use leads in
the park and not to take pets into the
gardens). You might catch a glimpse of
our grazing herds of Red and Sika deer,
residents at Knebworth for even longer
than the Lytton family!

THE ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND
Children can run loose amongst the
swings, slides and walkways of our
Adventure Playground. 
WATER PLAY – NEW FOR 2013
Visit the first phase of our exciting new
water feature located adjacent to the
playground, it is full of surprises!

COURTESY BUS
A free vintage bus is provided on most
Sundays and Bank Holidays between
11.00am and 4.30pm to transport visitors
between the Adventure Playground and
the House and Gardens.

KNEBWORTH HOUSE TOURS
All tours are guided, except on busy
weekends, when “free-flow” tours
operate with House Wardens in key
areas. The guided tour takes       
approximately 1 hour and can 
accommodate up to 25 people.

GARDEN TERRACE ROOM
A visit to Knebworth would not be 
complete without a visit to our Garden
Terrace Room which offers a selection of
handmade cakes, sandwiches, hot snacks,
freshly prepared salads and fresh ground
coffee.

THE BARNS
Comprising two 16th Century and two
newly-built barns, the complex is an 
excellent venue for corporate events,
private parties, weddings and other 
ceremonies.  

GIFT & PLANT SHOP
Located at the entrance to the gardens
our gift and plant shop stocks a full range
of Knebworth souvenirs, books, 
(including the Knebworth Publications
focusing on the Lytton family members),
gifts and plants.

TENNIS COURT
Enjoy a game of tennis in the shade of
our new alpine garden and summer
house, with loan racquets available from
the Gift Shop.

MAZE
Go in search of Geoffrey the Gorilla,
who’s hiding at the centre of 
Knebworth’s Victorian Maze, replanted 
in the 1990s.

DINOSAUR TRAIL
Every young child enjoys a dinosaur 
safari and with seventy-two pre-historic 
creatures to discover grazing amongst
the rhododendrons and redwoods of 
our Wilderness Garden, don’t forget 
your camera! 

MEET THE GARDENER
First 30 visitors who pre-register on 
the day at the gift shop located at the 
entrance to the formal gardens may 
attend a free tour with one of the
Knebworth House gardens team at
2.00pm every Wednesday in July 2013. 

FAMILY DAYS
Look out for our special Family 
Activities which will include additional
FREE fun and games such as craft 
activities and story-telling time.

PERSONAL SEASON TICKET – Enjoy unlimited* visits to
Knebworth Park and Gardens during 2013 for only £42.50 
Valid during published open times and dates between 16 March – 29 September.

Season Ticket holders receive:
10% discount in the Garden Terrace Tea Room

10% discount on Gift Shop purchases
10% discount on exclusive bookings at Knebworth Barns

*Excludes entrance to House and some Special Events - 
See website for application details: www.knebworthhouse.com 

EXHIBITION 2013
3-31 July – Sculpture Exhibition in the Formal Gardens  
North Hertfordshire College students will be exhibiting their
garden sculptures which have been designed and produced on
a theme of ‘Past and Present’, reflecting Knebworth House’s
history and changes over the years in an ever-changing world.
The collection is unique and demonstrates the creative flair of
the students who will be using woods, metals and plastics as
their source materials.  Entry is included in admission prices.

„ 10% DISCOUNT„
ON ADVANCE EVENT TICKET SALES

Book single event day tickets in advance 
and obtain a 10% discount. Available from

www.knebworthhouse.com

EVENTS AT 
KNEBWORTH 2013

„ Discounted advance tickets available online at 
www.knebworthhouse.com

u Advance tickets available online at www.knebworthhouse.com

+ This is an out-of-hours/season event, no other attractions will 
be open.

Join our online mailing list for news of events with
special offers – see website for details.


